10th Grade Research Project

Step 3

The preface of a research paper has about the same purpose as the description of a book on the inside or back cover. By reading the first paragraph of the preface, your reader should be able to get an idea of what your topic is about, the information you will be providing, your research question/what you are trying to prove, and thesis statement. The second paragraph of your preface will give the reader a “roadmap” of your paper; it should include a description of how the paper is structured and a preview of the most important pieces of information and arguments. 

KEEP IN MIND—the preface is NOT the same as the introduction to your paper. The preface is something extra and will not be directly included in your actual paper. In the preface, you are allowed to use first person.

This is what your preface should look like:

I. Paragraph #1
a. Introduce the topic and explain why you chose it

b. Put the topic into some kind of a historical context

c. Introduce your research question/what you are trying to prove

d. State your thesis

II. Paragraph #2
a. Describe the outline of your paper; go section by section and tell your reader how you will argue each of your points

b. Describe the most important pieces of evidence you will use to prove your points; describe the source and how it is used

c. Make any dedications you would like (optional)
